Changes in mental condition, hyperkinesias and biochemical parameters after withdrawal of chronic neuroleptic treatment.
Neuroleptics were withdrawn abruptly from 14 hospitalized chronic schizophrenics. For 12 weeks the patients were observed from the aspect of psychic change and the development of withdrawal dyskinesia. Serum prolactin level, plasma dopamine-beta-hydroxylase activity, cerebrospinal fluid homovanillic acid and norepinephrine levels were measured on the day prior to withdrawal and on day 14 of the study. Psychic deterioration showed no association with any of the tested biochemical parameters. The decrease in the CSF HVA and NE levels of the patients displaying symptoms of withdrawal dyskinesia was significantly smaller than in those displaying no dyskinesia.